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• The Drinking Water Technical Assistance Section (DWTAS) provides 
technical support to states for the following programs:
o Small, Underserved and Disadvantaged Communities (SUDC)
oEmerging Contaminants in Small or Disadvantaged Communities
oVoluntary Lead Testing in Schools and Childcare Facilities

• We also provide technical assistance to states, communities and tribes to 
address key priorities (e.g., PFAS, service line inventories, lead service line 
replacements)

• We connect communities with technical assistance available through our 
Environmental Finance Centers (EFCs) and other technical assistance 
provider programs

Drinking Water Technical Assistance Section
What We Do?
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• SUDC Grant Program
oDesigned to address health-based violations at PWSs serving small (<10K), 

underserved communities 
oADEM has been allocated $739,000 in funds under this program

 FY18/19/21 Rollover, FY22 and FY23 allocations

• EC-SDC Grant Program
oDesigned to address emerging contaminants in drinking water supply
oTarget PWSs must be small or meet disadvantaged criteria established by ADEM
oADEM has been awarded $52,638,000 in FY22/FY23 funds

• Voluntary Lead Testing in Schools/Childcare Facilities
oDesigned to address lead in schools/childcare facilities
oAlabama has been allocated $726,000 in FY22/FY23 funds

DWTAS: Programs & State Allocations



Technical Assistance 
Programs
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• Office of Water (OW/HQ) led the 
release of this TA program in 
February 2023

• OW/HQ selected EFCs to serve 
states in Regions

• EFCs can help support a variety 
of water system needs
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Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA) Program 



Environmental Finance Centers
• EPA awarded funds to regional and national EFCs – all R4 EFCs have been 

funded now!
• National EFCs include:

oMoonshot Missions
oRural Community Assistance Partnership
o Sand County Foundation
oU.S. Water Alliance – University of North Carolina

• Regional EFCs have a scope of work that can focus on either multimedia 
or water infrastructure. 
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Technical Assistance for 
Lead in Drinking Water

10/27/2023 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 9



• Guidance for Developing and Maintaining a Service Line Inventory
• EPA Inventory Template
• Small Entity Compliance Guidance
• Webinars
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EPA TA Resources to Address Lead



• EPA Region 4 Team discusses the Lead and Copper rule suite with states
• State workgroup meetings held quarterly
• Team available to systems and states for questions on inventories and upcoming 

LCRR/LCRI

• Contact inhorn.emma@epa.gov for Region 4 LCR questions
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EPA R4 Lead TA Opportunities



Skills Matrix for EFCs – Lead Support



• Lead Service Line Identification Research 
• Supported by EPA’s Office of Research and Development 

(ORD)
• Process overview

1) Field Study (Stepwise Approach) to Evaluate LSL Identification (ID) 
Technologies

2) Innovative/Advanced Technology Evaluation
3) App/Model/Tool/Website Development 
4) Community Engagement
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TA Opportunity – Research Project



Proposed Area 1 for 
Field Sampling 

Technical Support 
(Stepwise Approach)

Composite Sampling Device 

LSL Site 

Unknown 

Still Unknown

Still Unknown

Still Unknown

Non-LSL Site 

Still Unknown



Technical Assistance for 
Emerging Contaminants 
(EC) in Drinking Water
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PFAS/EC Resources

• EFCs/TA Providers

• EJ Screen

• PFAS Analytic Tools

• Echo

• SRF Interactive Tool

• Census Data
• Population
• Income
• Education



Skills Matrix for EFCs – PFAS/EC Support



EPA’s PFAS Analytic Tools



EPA Treatability Database



EPA Performance Models



For more information:

Erskine Benjamin II
Manager
DWTAS
U.S. EPA Region 4
Benjamin.Erskine@epa.gov

Emma Inhorn
Lead Technical Assistance/DWTAS
U.S. EPA Region 4
Inhorn.Emma@epa.gov

Daniel Asriel
PFAS/EC Technical Assistance/DWTAS
U.S. EPA Region 4
Asriel.Daniel@epa.gov
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