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TopicsTopics

• Organizational Structure
• Mining Permitting Options
• Small Mining General Permit
• Common Compliance Issues
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Mining Permitting 
Options

Mining Permitting 
Options

• Three Options
– Small Mining General Permit – ALG890000
– Sand and Gravel General Permit –

ALG850000
– Individual Sand and Gravel Permit
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Permit CoveragePermit Coverage

Part I.A
• Authorizes discharges associated with 

noncoal/nonmetallic mining (as defined in Part 
IV.EE.23) and dry processing, and areas associated 
with these activities, where such activities will result in 
a cumulative land disturbance of less than 5 acres of 
land at any one time over the life of the mining activity. 
– Noncoal/nonmetallic mining 
– Dry Processing
– <5 acres of disturbed land
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ALG890000ALG890000

Part II.D.1. – Authorization to Discharge:
• Any person wishing to be permitted to discharge 

under this general permit shall submit a Notice of 
Intent to be covered by this general permit at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the date of desired coverage.  
No discharge authorized under this permit may 
commence until the discharger receives the 
Director’s acknowledgement of the NOI and 
approval of the coverage of the discharge by this 
permit.  The Director’s acknowledgement shall 
include a copy of this permit. 
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ALG890000ALG890000

Submittal Requirements:
• Submittal of Notice of Intent (NOI) –

– ADEM Form 498 
http://www.adem.state.al.us/DeptForms/Form498.pdf

• Correct Fee (Currently $1385)
• Submittal of USGS topo map
• BMP Plan-for impaired waters only
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ALG890000ALG890000

• Submittal Requirements (cont’d):
– Best Management Practices Plan, or BMP 

Plan, for discharges to:
• waters listed on the most recently EPA 

approved 303(d) list
• a waterbody for which a TMDL has been 

approved or established by EPA 
• waters assigned the OAW, ONRW and TAL 

use classifications
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Electronic SubmittalElectronic Submittal

• Part II.D.1.
– The permittee must complete and submit 

the NOI electronically, using the 
Department’s e-NOI system, unless the 
permittee submits in writing valid 
justification as to why the electronic 
submittal process cannot be utilized and 
the Department approves in writing
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Notice of IntentNotice of Intent
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Part III.D - BMP PlanPart III.D - BMP Plan

• Mining activity may not commence until a BMP 
Plan has been prepared and certified by a QCP 
as adequate to meet the requirements of the 
permit.

• The BMPs must be designed and implemented 
to be effective for specific site conditions.

• The Permittee shall properly implement and 
regularly maintain the controls, practices, 
devices, and measures specified in the BMP 
Plan.
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Part III.H. – InspectionsPart III.H. – Inspections

• Pre-Mining Inspection
– This should be done prior to placement of any 

BMPs or land disturbing activities
• Weekly Observations

– At least once per week when there is activity
– Visually observe the portion of the site where 

disturbance or work is occurring
– Can be performed by site personnel
– Maintain a log of observations to include BMP 

deficiencies and rainfall measurements
adem.alabama.gov



Part III.H. – InspectionsPart III.H. – Inspections

• Site Inspections
– Complete and comprehensive observation of the entire 

mining site
– Performed by a QCI, QCP, or qualified person under the 

direct supervision of the QCP
– Frequency

• Once Per Month and after qualifying precipitation 
event

• Once every 6 months by a QCP
• As often as necessary until deficiencies observed 

during prior inspections are corrected
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Part III.H. – InspectionsPart III.H. – Inspections

• Incised Pits
– Inspections may be conducted once per quarter (at 

least 2 months apart) if the QCP submits to the 
Department once every 3 months that the pit is being 
operated with significant freeboard to handle a 50-
year, 24-hour precipitation event.

– If a precipitation event exceeds this design storm, the 
QCP must conduct a comprehensive inspection within 
72 hours of the event and submit a detailed report to 
the Department within 7 days of the inspection if 
deficiencies or noncompliance noted.

adem.alabama.gov



Part III.I. – Corrective ActionPart III.I. – Corrective Action

• Deficiencies/issues noted during inspections must be 
corrected as soon as possible, but not to exceed 5 days 
from the inspection unless prevented by unsafe weather 
conditions.

• In case of a breach of a sediment basin/pond or other 
containment structure, measures must be taken within 
24 hours and permanent measures must be taken within 
5 days of the inspection.

• The permitttee must promptly take steps to remove 
pollutants deposited offsite or in a waterbody or 
stormwater conveyance structure.
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Part IV.R. – Termination 
of Coverage

Part IV.R. – Termination 
of Coverage

• The permittee must notify the Department 
in writing when all discharges authorized 
by the permit have ceased.
– Form 499
– ADOL Bond Release Paperwork, if applicable
– Certification by the Permittee and the QCP 

that final stablization has been achieved   
(Part III.EE.16.)

– Loss of operational control of the site
adem.alabama.gov



Common Compliance 
Issues

Common Compliance 
Issues

• Operating without permit coverage, or not re-applying 
prior to expiration

• BMPs either not being used or not being maintained
• Sign not posted
• Precipitation not be measured
• Offsite sedimentation
• Offsite tracking
• Exceeding the maximum allowed disturbed area
• Solid Waste/Burning on site
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Total area outlined 
= 6.4 acres and 
doesn’t include 
entrance/haul 

roads
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Contact Information for the 
SMGP Programs

Contact Information for the 
SMGP Programs
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My Contact InformationMy Contact Information

Blake Pruitt, Chief
Special Services Unit
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Water Division
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