
Meet Th e Alabama Environmental Management Commission
Th e Alabama Environmental Management Commission was established with the passage of the Alabama Environmental Management 
Act in 1982. Th e Act outlines specifi c duties for the Commission that include:

 • Establishing rules, regulations, and environmental standards
 • Developing environmental policy
 • Hearing appeals of administrative actions
 • Selecting the ADEM Director

H. Lanier Brown, II, serves as  Vice Chair of 
the Alabama Environmental Management 
Commission (AEMC) and has served as a 
member of the AEMC in the Attorney position 
since April 2009. Mr. Brown received a B.S. 
degree in Economics from the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham and his law 
degree from the University of Alabama School 
of Law. Mr. Brown is a member and defense 
trial attorney in the Birmingham law fi rm 
Watkins & Eager, PLLC, practicing in the areas 
of automotive and product liability and 

commercial, construction, employment and labor, healthcare, insurance, 
tort, and general litigation. He is a veteran lecturer on product and 
medical liability issues at local and national seminars. He is a member of 
six professional law associations and serves as an Adjunct Professor of 
Trial Advocacy at the University of Alabama School of Law. He was listed 
as one of “Th e Best Lawyers in America” for personal injury and product 
liability litigation in Birmingham Magazine and Alabama Super Lawyers.  
Mr. Brown brings highly respected legal experience and expertise to the 
Commission.

H. Lanier Brown, II - Attorney

Samuel L. Miller, M.D., serves as Chairman of 
the Alabama Environmental Management 
Commission (AEMC) and has served as a 
memeber of the AEMC in the Physician 
position since October 2010. Dr. Miller earned 
a B.S. in Physical Th erapy from the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham (UAB), an M.D. 
from UAB, completing his medical internship 
at the Carroway Methodist Medical Center in 
Birmingham and his residency in orthopedic 
surgery at UAB. Dr. Miller retired with 26 
years of experience as a Board of Orthopedic 

Surgery certifi ed orthopedic surgeon, having been affi  liated with 
hospitals in Montgomery and Prattville, and a surgical center. He is 
currently a board member for Baptist Medical Center Montgomery and 
has served as the president and a board member for Montgomery Surgery 
Center. He is a current and past member of six state and national medical 
associations. Dr. Miller is a current member of the Governor’s Health 
Information Exchange Commission. He is a member of the Executive 
Leadership Team at St. James United Methodist Church and a former 
board member for medical aff airs for the United Methodist Volunteers in 
Missions which serves 16 southeastern states. Endorsed by the Medical 
Association of the State of Alabama to serve on the AEMC, Dr. Miller 
brings the viewpoint of a respected physician that has held numerous 
leadership positions to matters considered by the Commission.

Samuel L. Miller - Physician

John (Jay) H. Masingill, III was named to the 
Commission in the Certifi ed by National 
Ground Water Association Certifi cation 
Program/Professional Geologist position in 
June 2018.  Mr. Masingill holds a B.S. and M.S. 
in Geology from the University of Alabama.  
Aft er service in the military, he began his 
professional career in 1974 as a Geologist in 
the Water Resources Division of the 
Geological Survey of Alabama and in 1976 
took a position as a Geologist with the State Oil 
and Gas Board of Alabama.  He left  state 

service to work as a Geologist for Tom Joiner and Associates, returning to 
the State Oil and Gas Board of Alabama in 1982 to serve as Assistant Oil 
and Gas Supervisor.  He worked in that position for 28 years before 
retiring in 2010.  In his role as Assistant Oil and Gas Supervisor, he 
supervised the Board’s statewide oversight inspection program for oil and 
gas drilling, production, and plant processing operations and the 
geological and engineering technical review of docket items set for 
hearing before the Board.  He worked in concert with the Board’s attorney 
to construct legal and technical evidentiary based written orders 
refl ecting Board hearing decisions.  Prior to retirement, he held 
memberships in the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, the 
Alabama Geological Society, and was a licensed Professional Geologist in 
the state of Alabama.  He is a current member and past chair of the 
University of Alabama Geological Advisory Board.  In addition, he served 
over 25 years as chair of one of the University of Alabama’s premier 
student awards, the John Ramsey Award.  He is a past Boy Scout and 
Venture Scout Leader and a former member of the Administrative Board 
and Chair of Youth Ministries at First United Methodist Church 
Tuscaloosa.  Mr. Masingill brings to the Commission expertise in geology 
and geologically-related issues and a fi rst-hand perspective from within a 
state agency.

John (Jay) H. Masingill, III – Certifi ed by National 
Ground Water Association Certifi cation Program/
Professional Geologist



Mary J. Merritt was named to the Alabama 
Environmental Management Commission 
(AEMC) in the At-Large position in August 
2012 by Governor Robert Bentley. Mrs. 
Merritt is a graduate of the Alabama Aviation 
Technical College and earned a Criminal 
Justice Certifi cation from Enterprise State 
Junior College. She has 25 years of experience 
in real estate sales and is involved with 
numerous real estate associations including 
the Alabama Association of Realtors where she 
currently holds the position of State Director.  

Mrs. Merritt is also a member of the Women’s Council of Realtors, 
National Association of Realtors, and Wiregrass Board of Realtors 
(former President). Mrs. Merritt has more than 30 years of experience as 
the co-owner of C & M Income Tax, Bookkeeping and Payroll business in 
Enterprise. As an active member of her community she has served with 
the Enterprise Chamber of Commerce since 2003 and is currently the 
President of the organization. She is a member and past President of the 
social club Club Yesepoch, Inc. and chairs the outreach ministry for 
Beth-El Faith Church. Mrs. Merritt’s dealings with the public in the real 
estate market, her small business experience, and her community 
involvement bring to the Commission valuable insight into the lives and 
experiences of many of Alabama’s citizens.   

Mary J. Merritt - At-Large

Th omas P. Walters, P.E. was appointed to the 
Commission in the Professional Engineer 
position in August 2018.  Mr. Walters holds a 
B.S. and M.S. in Civil Engineering from 
Tennessee Technological University.  He is a 
retired engineer who spent his entire 37-year 
professional career with CH2M HILL (now 
Jacobs).  He is a licensed Professional Engineer 
in Florida and Alabama.  Before moving to 
Montgomery in 1984, he worked in CH2M’s 
Gainesville, Florida offi  ce for 3-1/2 years.  
Th roughout his career he worked on a variety 

of projects but primarily focused on water and wastewater treatment for 
municipalities in the Eastern United States, especially in the Southeastern 
states. At CH2M, he was well-known for his project management 
expertise and held a number of line management positions focused on 
project delivery and operations.  Prior to his retirement in March 2018, he 
served as the Global Project Delivery and Quality Director for CH2M’s 
private client sector which included a portfolio of over 3,000 projects 
across the globe.  He has been an active member of the Alabama-
Mississippi Section of American Water Works Association (AWWA) 
since 1981 and has held a vast number of positions in the organization, 
including serving as the Section representative on AWWA’s Board of 
Directors.  He has also been involved in his community as a coach in a 
variety of youth sports, a member of the Southeast YMCA Board of 
Directors, neighborhood \association president, and a member of his 
church’s building committee.  Mr. Walters brings to the Commission an 
abundance of fi rst-hand experience and knowledge in engineering related 
to environmental issues.

Th omas P. Walters – Professional Engineer

Kevin McKinstry was appointed to the 
Commission in the Biologist/Ecologist posi-
tion in October 2018.  Mr. McKinstry holds a 
B.S. in Forest Resources and Conservation 
from the University of Florida.  He is a 
Certifi ed Wildlife Biologist™ and has been 
employed with Th e Westervelt Company in 
Demopolis and Tuscaloosa, Alabama since 
1989.  He is currently the Recreation Manager 
for Th e Westervelt Company having 
previously served as manager of a network of 
international sporting lodges and manager of 

hunting leases for Westervelt’s 500,000 acres of managed property.  Prior 
to Westervelt he worked at Kirchman Corporation Lake “X” Ranch in St. 
Cloud, Florida as a Certifi ed Wildlife Biologist and at the Florida Game 
and Freshwater Fish Commission as a Wildlife Specialist.  He has 
expertise in strategic natural resource management, team leadership and 
development, project management, budgeting and fi nance, confl ict 
resolution, staff  development, marketing, and networking.  He is affi  liated 
with numerous wildlife organizations including the Wildlife Federations 
in Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi, Safari Club International, the 
Wildlife Society, American Forest and Paper Association, Th e Quality 
Deer Management Association, National Deer Alliance, and National 
Wild Turkey Federation.  He has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Alabama Wildlife Federation since 2017 and been the Vice Chairman of 
the Georgia Wildlife Federation Board of Directors since 2017. Mr. 
McKinstry brings the perspective of an experienced biologist and 
manager to the Commission.

Kevin McKinstry - Biologist/Ecologist

Ruby L. Perry, D.V.M. was appointed to the 
Commission in the Chemist/Veterinarian 
position in October 2018.  Dr. Perry received a 
B.S. in Animal and Poultry Science and a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.) 
degree from Tuskegee University.  She also 
holds a M.S. in Microbiology from Michigan 
State University.  She completed the veterinary 
radiology residency at Michigan State 
University and is the fi rst African American 
female board-certifi ed veterinary radiologist 
in the American College of Veterinary 

Radiology (ACVR). Dr. Perry was on the faculty at Michigan State 
University for 20 years and received tenure as an associate professor of 
veterinary radiology before returning to Tuskegee University in 2007.  
She is currently completing the Ph.D. degree in Educational Leadership.  
She was appointed as interim dean in May of 2014 and dean in May of 
2015 in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Tuskegee University.  
Participation in various leadership programs has aff orded her 
opportunities to serve in a variety of leadership positions.  She served as 
program coordinator for the American College of Veterinary Radiology, 
section chief of Veterinary Radiology in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Michigan State University, acting chair of the Department of 
Small Animal Medicine, Surgery and Radiology at Tuskegee University, 
interim chief of staff  in the Offi  ce of the President at Tuskegee University, 
Associate Dean for Academic Aff airs at Tuskegee University, Vice-
Provost of Undergraduate Education at Tuskegee University, and two-
term president of the Tuskegee Veterinary Medical Alumni Association.  
Dr. Perry has received various honors and awards in teaching and 
leadership.  She has served on many committees in the academic 
enterprise, in her specialty as a veterinary radiologist, and actively 
engaged in the tripartite mission in higher education of teaching, research 
and instruction.  Dr. Perry brings academic and leadership expertise in 
veterinary medicine and education to the Commission.

Dr. Ruby L. Perry, D.V.M. - Chemist/Veterinarian


